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desolate looking rock a beautiful valley opened to the sight,
abounding with luxuriant verdure. The contrast, so sudden
and so striking, struck us all with admiration. Down this
valley the wind rushed with such violence as almost tc
lay the ship upon her broadside, although we had only the
top sails set, and those double reefed. Passing the valley
we were nearly becalmed by another high rock, and
thus alternately mountain and vale three different times,
when we opened the valley in which the town stands,
which forms a very romantic and pleasing view. We
found only one small vessel at anchor in the roads.

This little speck of land in the midst of an immense
ocean is in the latitude, nearly, of sixteen degrees South,
and longitude about six degrees West of Greenwich, it
laying in the strength of the South East Trade wind. There
is no anchorage, except on a small and steep bank directly
to leeward of the town. Ships are consequently obliged
to hug the land very close in going in, or they would be in
danger of missing the bank altogether. It frequently
happens that after vessels have let go their anchors and
brought up, the violent and sudden gusts of wind from
between the mountains force them off soundings by
dragging their anchors, or, sometimes, parting the cables,
and as the current sets strongly to leeward, it becomes
tedious and difficult to beat up again. The climate is
temperate and pleasant; they scarcely ever have thunder
or lightning, nor had they for twenty years before I was
there experienced any thing like tempestuous weather.

Captain Waddell sent on shore to take lodgings for him-
self, McClintock, and me, which having procured, we landed,
and went to take possession of them at the house of a Mr.
Greentree. There we found very commodious and com-
fortable apartments, fitted up in the style of English houses.
The morning after our arrival we went to visit Mr.
Skottowe, Governor of the Island, and Mr. Corneille, the
Lieutenant Governor, the latter appearing to be a well
mannered, accomplished gentleman. He informed us that
there were several Bengal passengers who had been at